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PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  SSeeaarrcchheess  
 

Permits can be searched (and then mapped) using five different types of search criteria.  Each search is 

automatically performed using ‘wildcards’, which requires that the user simply provide a portion of a value 

rather than the exact value.  Once a search is completed, any record that contains the search criteria as a 

portion of its attributes will then be displayed in the Results pane to the left of the map.  Each search can be 

accessed by clicking a link in the toolbar above the map: 

 

Search by Permit – Allows the user to search by any portion of the permit number. 
• Format Description:  All permit numbers begin with the letters ‘FL’, followed by the permit year and a unique 

number within that year.  All permits between 1976 and 1998 use a two-digit year, while any permit dated 

after 1998 use a four-digit year.  Any permit that is in violation will end with the letter ‘V’. 

• Record Examples:  FL76002 | FL1999001 | FL2009007V 

 

Search by Applicant – Allows the user to search by any portion of the applicant’s name. 
• Format Description:  The applicant reflects the person or entity listed on a permit.  Names are generally 

entered with the applicant’s last name first, followed by the applicant’s first name—but this is not always the 

case.  Some records contain a comma between names while others do not, and entity names are often 

formatted differently from permit to permit.  Because of these formatting inconsistencies, it is recommended 

to limit search criteria to only the last name or the most common portion of an entity’s name. 

• Record Examples:  Adams, Doug | Allen Phillips | BNSF | BNSF Railway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Zoom In 
Click and hold the left mouse 

button before dragging a 

rectangle over the area you 

would like to zoom to.  The map 

will zoom to the highlighted area 

once the button is released.  

                              - or - 

Click the left mouse button once 

on the map to gradually zoom 

into an area. 

 
Zoom Out 

Click the left mouse button once 

on the map to gradually zoom out 

of an area. 

 
Pan 

Click and hold the left mouse 

button before dragging the map 

to a new location.  The map will 

automatically refresh to the new 

extent once the mouse button is 

released. 

 

Full Extent 
Click this button to automatically 

refresh the map to its original 

view of Flathead County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Back Extent 
Click this button once to zoom to 

the map’s previous extent.  

Additional clicks will continue 

zooming to previous extents until 

you reach the map’s original view 

of Flathead County. 

 

Forward Extent 
Clicking this button once will 

zoom to the extent of your map 

prior to clicking the Back Extent 

button.  

 

Magnifier 
Click this tool to open a window 

that will magnify the map.  The 

level of magnification can be 

toggled from 2x – 10x in the 

dropdown box located in the 

window’s lower left-hand corner.  

Drag the magnifier window to the 

area you wish to view by clicking 

and holding the left mouse button 

on the window’s title bar.  The 

red box and crosshairs within the 

magnifier window indicate the 

area to be magnified and the 

window will automatically refresh 

once the mouse button is 

released. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Map Identify 
This tool will identify any feature 

on the map.  Click the left mouse 

button on the feature you wish to 

identify from the map.  The 

results will display the feature 

that has been identified, followed 

by the feature’s layer: 
 

 
 

Clicking the arrow to the right of 

the identified feature will then 

display the feature’s attributes. 

 

Measure 
Three options appear when you 

click on the measure tool: 
 

Calculate the XY coordinates 

(Easting and Northing, in State 

Plane feet) of a point selected 

by the user. 
 

Calculate the length of one or 

more line segments drawn by 

the user. 
 

Calculate the area of a polygon 

drawn by the user. 

 



 

Search by Project – Allows the user to search by the project types associated with the permit. 
• Format Description:  Projects are assigned one or more attributes reflecting the type(s) of work associated 

with the permit.  Each type of work is separated by a comma, but there are often differences in the order and 

format of types from permit to permit. 

• Record Examples:  bank stabilization | bridge, rip rap | rip rap, pier, boat dock | rip-rap | riprap 

 

Search by Stream – Allows the user to search by the water body associated with the permit. 
• Format Description:  The water bodies associated with a permit are most commonly a creek, stream or 

river—but might also reflect a slough or tributary.  Due to formatting discrepancies and abbreviations, it is 

recommended to simply enter the water body’s primary name as the search criteria. 

• Record Examples:  Flathead River | Patrick Creek / Wiley Slough | Stoner Creek & Tributary 

 

Search by Year – Allows the user to search by the 4-digit year in which the permit was filed. 
• Format Description:  All records contain the four-digit year in which a permit was filed. 

• Record Examples:  1976 | 1986 | 1996 | 2006 

 

VViieewwiinngg  SSeeaarrcchh  RReessuullttss  
 

After a search has been performed, the Results pane is populated with the Search Criteria, the name of the 

Layer from which any results are pulled (FCD 310 Permit) and, finally, any records found by the query.  Each 

record is displayed with its Permit Number and can be viewed by clicking the ‘+’ next to it.  To increase the 

viewing area of the Results pane, simply click and drag its boundaries downward or to the right. 
 

   

                 
All search results will be 

automatically mapped 

with a yellow crosshair.   

                      – 

Right-click the Layer Name 

in the Results pane and 

choose ‘Zoom To Selected 

Features’ to center the 

map on all of the records 

returned by a search.   

                      – 

Right-click on the Record 

(Permit No.) and select 

‘Zoom to’ to view an 

individual feature at a pre-

determined scale or select 

‘Pan to’ to view the 

feature while maintaining 

the current scale of your 

map. 

                      – 

For a general idea of one 

record’s location, simply 

drag the mouse cursor 

across a record in the 

Results pane and its 

corresponding icon will 

enlarge on the map. 


